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Plan Lafayette Week ended Wednesday evening with a call to
action by Lafayette businesswoman Flo Meadows of Coldwell
Banker.

Meadows challenged the 200 or so in attendance at an Oil Center
forum to go out and “ignite Lafayette,” to engage friends, neighbors
and co-workers in bringing to fruition the initiatives outlined in the
comprehensive plan.

Plan Lafayette Week was designed to introduce concepts included
in the proposed comprehensive plan for the city of Lafayette and
unincorporated Lafayette Parish. Some of the initiatives are short
term. Others will take years.

Meadows said the challenge will be to get more residents involved
long-term to bring those initiatives to life.

Another 60,000 to 90,000 residents are expected to move to
Lafayette Parish in the next 25 years. The choices, decisions and
efforts made today and in coming years will determine who those
people are, she said. The best and brightest? Your children ?

Community leaders, young and old, and those who control real
estate in Lafayette will have to help make the comprehensive plan
happen, said Steve Oubre of Architects  Southwest, who designed
the mixed-use River Ranch neighborhood.

“We now have this great gift, this vision of the community. It’s now
up to us to make it happen,” Oubre said. “It’s in your hands.”

Much of the proposed comprehensive plan calls for transforming
areas like the Oil Center into mixed-use areas with businesses and
residences in a setting that’s friendly to pedestrians.
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Oubre said the Oil Center was originally built as a mixed-use
neighborhood but has become centered on business and friendly to
automobiles , not pedestrians. Big changes could be made there
with minor investment, such as building up to four stories,
designating certain streets as most important and focusing on
beautifying them with trees, put parking on the street and adding
residences, he said.

“Give me zoning and I’ll put a second story on a building  I have
on Travis Street," Ruth Ann Menutis, an Oil Center business owner
said.
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