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Lafayette city development plans tackle projected
population increase
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More than 25 people attended a presentation Thursday at the Rosa
Parks Transportation Center, where redevelopment plans for three
small areas across Lafayette Parish were revealed.

Kevin Blanchard, chief development officer for Lafayette
Consolidated Government , said the three areas — near Bertrand
Drive, the Northgate Mall and Milton Avenue — are where the
Lafayette Consolidated Government wants to encourage the
projected 90,000 people who are moving here within the next 20
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Will Boudreaux, 63, an operations manager for Logistics, examines the proposed ideas for Bertrand Drive, on which he
owns property. He said he supports the projected new development for his neighborhood. / Katie de la Rosa, Special to
the Advertiser
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years to live.

The redevelopment is part of the Lafayette Comprehensive Plan,
and it is not without challenges. Thirty-seven percent of the areas,
Blanchard said, fall within severe flood-zone sites, which poses a
costly problem.

“The path we are headed down is an expensive one, for both the
private sector and the government,” he said.

Blanchard said instead of expanding, “we should turn around to
look at the parts of our city that are ready for redevelopment.”

City planner Cathie Gilbert said the three small areas represent
different but unique aspects of the parish.

“We wanted a suburban (Northgate), urban (Bertrand) and rural
(Milton) example to show how part of the comprehensive plan
could be implemented in the south of the parish, in the north of the
parish and in the center of the city,” she said.

With the Lafayette Central Park in the works at the Horse Farm and
some construction for the UL athletics facilities master plan under
way, Blanchard said it is the consolidated government’s job  to
“provide that missing link,” which is Bertrand Drive. He said the
four-lane road does not need to be so wide, and two of its lanes
could be transformed for safe walking and biking lanes.

Blanchard said an ideal Saturday would be a family attending the
farmers market at the Horse Farm  in the morning and then
walking across Bertrand to get lunch on the way to a UL athletic
event — all without getting a car to further clog already congested
traffic.

Gilbert said the public will “take over the street for a day” on May
31, reducing Bertrand to two lanes and enhancing it with “fake
street trees and cafe chairs” to promote a more urban environment.
The plan is a Better Block project, a nationwide movement. Its
website says it gets “communities together to revitalize a single
commercial  block in an underused neighborhood corridor.”
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