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Nuccia Morgan is the
widow of a Vietnam
veteran. On Monday, she
went to Fountain Me-
morial Gardens to honor
her husband and all the
people who served their
country Page 2A

The Rodrigue Foundation of the
Arts and the Louisiana Restau-
rant Association are teaming up
to give artistically inclined high
school students a helping hand
into college.
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CROWD PLEASERS
UL basketball women beat LSU-Shreveport

SPORTS

WEATHER VETERANS ACCENT INSIDE

Congress faces agenda of unfinished business
By Donna Cassata

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congress
returns Tuesday to a crowded
agenda of unfinished business
overshadowedby theurgentneed
for President Barack Obama and
lawmakers to avert the econom-
ic double hit of tax increases and
automatic spending cuts.

One week after the elections
— and seven weeks after they
last gathered in Washington, Re-
publicans and Democrats face

a daunting task in a lame-duck
session that Capitol Hill fears
could last until the final hours of
Dec. 31. But even before serious
budget negotiations can begin,
lawmakers will tackle leftover
legislation on trade with Rus-
sia, military budgets and aiding
farmers still reeling from the
summer’s drought.

The first days back will be a
mix of old and new — choosing
down-ballot leaders in the Sen-
ate while the 12 new members,
three Republicans, eight Demo-

crats and one independent, are
introduced to their colleagues.
The House will welcome some
70 new members who will get a
crash course on how Congress
operates with a class on ethics
Wednesday.

While the nation’s voters en-
dorsed the status quo of divided
government — a Democratic
president and Senate, a Republi-
can House — Obama cruised to
re-election and his emboldened
party gained seats in both the
House and Senate. In the new po-

litical order, Democrats will hold
a 55-45 edge in the Senate if in-
dependent Angus King of Maine
caucuses with them as expected.
Republicans’ advantage in the
House narrows and likely will
stand at 233-201.

Democrats were leading in
the six undecided House races
in Arizona, California, Florida,
North Carolina and Utah.

The question over the next
seven weeks is whether Obama
and Congress can agree now or
later on how to slash $1.2 trillion

from the deficit, raise revenues
with possible changes in the tax
code and address the entitlement
programs of Social Security and
Medicare. And they also have to
figure out how to stop across-the-
board cuts to defense and domes-
tic programs totaling $110 billion
next year.

Obama meets with congres-
sional leaders at the White
House on Friday. Democrats and
Republicans recognize the ur-

Early morning traffic is just one example of the congestion on parish streets and roads. ThE DAiLy ADVERTiSER FiLE PhOTO

Plans for
smoother
sailing

By Nicholas Persac
npersac@theadvertiser.com

Lafayette Parish has great po-
tential to grow during the next 20
years, but the Hub City area also
faces numerous obstacles that of-
ficials hope to overcome through
planning.

As part of efforts to create a
comprehensive plan, which will
guide Lafayette’s growth during
the next 20 years, a team of consul-
tants put together an assessment
of the community’s strengths and
weaknesses.

The assessment highlights prob-
lems created from a lack of zoning

requirements in the unincorporat-
ed portions of the parish; shows the
city of Lafayette’s population isn’t
growing as quickly as other areas
of the parish; and illustrates the
need for local governments to build
new infrastructure, like roads and
water supplies, as well as to beef up
police and fire protection and qual-
ity-of-life projects like parks.

The consultants will showcase

Volunteers hope their input will help
Lafayette grow in coming decades

We’re out of
here? Petition
seeks state’s
secession

By Nicholas Persac
npersac@theadvertiser.com

Louisiana celebrates its
statehood bicentennial this
year. But more than 16,000
people don’t want the Pelican
State to turn 201 – at least not
as part of the United States.

That’s according to a pe-
tition started on the White
House website hours after
President Barack Obama won
re-election.

Thepetitionasks theObama
administration to let Louisiana
break from the United States
peacefully

A man identified as “Mi-
chael E.” of Slidell created the
petition Nov. 7. Nearly 16,700
people had signed onto the
cause by 4 p.m. Monday.

“It’s another form of pro-
test,” said Ryan Teten, a Ph.D.
in political science who teach-
es at the University of Louisi-
ana at Lafayette.

Whitehouse.gov gives on-
line users the opportunity to
petition the president through
the “We the People” petition
system, and Obama’s adminis-
trationwill respond topetitions
that garner at least 25,000 sig-
natures within 30 days.

Comparable petitions for at
least 15 other states are circu-
lating online.

The Tax Foundation, a non-
partisan researchgroup, found
that in 2005, the most recent
year examined by the group,
Louisiana got $1.78 for every
$1 it sent to Washington.

“Given Louisiana’s position
and its struggles with educa-
tion, health care and the econ-
omy, cutting out the federal
government would be a huge
hit to the state,” Teten said.

HAvE AN iDEA?
Attend one of six forums titled
“imagining Alternative Futures”.
Details on 5A.

See Plans, Page 5A

See Congress, Page 5A
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that assessment and col-
lect input about the area’s
future during six public
forums this week.

“The first series of fo-
rums were sort of abstract
where we were talking
about big-picture ideas for
Lafayette, but this time
it’s going to be a lot more
concrete,” said Kevin
Blanchard, chairman of
the Comprehensive Plan
Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee.

Traffic problems, one
issue explored in the as-
sessment, are worsened
because about 32 percent
of theworkforcecommutes
from outside the parish.

Workers who live out-
side Lafayette Parish hold
about 48 percent of local
jobs.

The average one-way
commute of 21.4 miles
caused Lafayette residents
to lose more than 2.8 mil-
lion hours and $59 million
in 2010 because of traffic
congestion.

Blanchard said he was
most surprised by the
assessment’s findings that
parks account for only
1 percent of the parish’s
land and about 4 percent of
the city’s land.

Residents who have
given input for the plan
continually stress the im-
portance of parks.

Lafayette doesn’t have
a dedicated property tax
to fund Lafayette Consoli-
dated Government’s Parks
and Recreation Depart-
ment, which requires a
subsidy of nearly $4 mil-
lion a year from the gen-
eral fund to stay afloat.

LCG officials are ex-

ploring the possibility of
bringing a property tax for
the department to a public
vote this spring.

According to the assess-
ment, the city of Lafayette
spends only $54.70 per
person per year on parks.
In Austin, Texas, the an-
nual per capita spending
for parks is $69.

In Baton Rouge, it’s
$100, and in Raleigh, N.C.,
it’s $150.

Cathie Gilbert, LCG’s
comprehensive plan proj-
ect manager, said the as-
sessment paints a strong
economic picture of Lafay-
ette, including an unem-
ployment rate of 4.3 per-
cent. That’s comfortably
below the rates for both
Louisiana and the nation.

LCG is paying Phila-
delphia-based consulting
firm Wallace Roberts and
Todd $1.2 million to create
the plan. The Downtown

Development Author-
ity is paying LCG nearly
$140,000 for a separate
portion of the comprehen-
sive plan that focuses on
only the downtown area.

The consultants will
ultimately create not only
the vision of how resi-
dents want Lafayette to
be, but also will suggest
policy proposals and pos-
sible paths to achieve those
goals.

Local government of-

ficials, primarily the City-
Parish Council, will likely
consider those proposals
individually but may give
the general plan its bless-
ing to keep future politi-
cians on its track.

Officials hope to release
drafts of both the down-
town and broader plans of
late next spring or early
next fall, and the finalized
comprehensive plan will
be unveiled before the end
of 2013.

Kevin Blanchard, right, reads past reports on Lafayette comprehensive plans while pre-
paring presentations for upcoming public forums with the assistance of Bruce Conque at
the Greater Lafayette Chamber of Commerce on Monday. Paul Kieu, The adverTiser

Voice your ideas
as part of the ongoing efforts to develop the comprehen-
sive plan that will guide lafayette’s growth, residents may
attend one of six forums, titled “imagining alternative
Futures,” to see what lafayette Parish may look like in 20
years if we stay on the same course we’re on today as well
as to propose and explore alternatives to this likely future.
The forums are:

» Wednesday, Nov. 14 at noon at acadiana Center for the
arts, 101 W. vermilion st.

» Wednesday, Nov. 14 at 6 p.m. at acadian Middle school,
4201 Moss st.

» Thursday, Nov. 15 at noon at the south regional library,
6101 Johnston st.

» Thursday, Nov. 15 at 6 p.m. at east Bayou Baptist Church,
2234 Kaliste saloom rd.

» Friday, Nov. 16 at 2 p.m. at the heymann Center, 1373 s.
College rd.

» saturday, Nov. 17 at 9 a.m. at the holy rosary institute’s
Windolph hall, 421-C Carmel avenue

For more information on the comprehensive plan, visit
lafayettela.gov/ComprehensivePlan or Facebook.com/la-
fayetteComprehensivePlan and follow @lafCompPlan on
Twitter.

log onto theadvertiser.com to see a complete copy of
the Community assessment for lafayette.

gency, but the demands re-
main unchanged.

“If our Republican
counterparts can step for-
ward with that revenue
piece, we will be able to
find a solution,” Sen. Patty
Murray,D-Wash., saidSun-
day on ABC’s “ThisWeek.”
‘’We can’t accept an un-
fair deal that piles on the
middle class and tell them
they have to support it. We
have to make sure that the
wealthiest Americans pay
their fair share.”

The GOP insists that
tax rate increases are a

non-starter.
“There’s a right way to

do this and there’s a wrong
way to do it,” Sen. Saxby
Chambliss, R-Ga., said
Sunday.

House Speaker John
Boehner, R-Ohio, has sig-
naled that a solution is im-
perative.

“2013 shouldbe theyear
we begin to solve our debt
through tax reform and en-
titlement reform,” he told
reporters last week.

Crucial in the House
this week is passage of
legislation that would end
Cold War trade restric-
tions so that U.S. export-
ers can take advantage
of the lowered tariffs and
greater market access that

accompany Russia’s entry
into the World Trade Orga-
nization. Russia officially
joined the WTO in August
and the United States is
alone amongmore than 150
WTO members in not be-
ing able to enjoy the more
open Russian market.

The measure has been
a top priority of U.S. busi-
ness groups seeking to ex-
pand business in the grow-
ing Russian economy.

The Senate holds a pro-
cedural vote Tuesday on a
sportsmen’s bill that Re-
publicans weren’t keen on
voting on before the elec-
tion and handing a head-
line-grabbing win to Sen.
Jon Tester of Montana,
then considered one of the

most vulnerable Demo-
crats. Tester won anyway.

His bill combines 19
measures favorable to
outdoorsmen, allowing
more hunting and fishing
on federal lands, letting
bow hunters cross federal
land where hunting isn’t
allowed and encouraging
federal land agencies to
cooperate with state and
local authorities to main-
tain shooting ranges.

A five-year farm bill
passed by the Senate and
by House committee last
summer will either have to
be extended into next year
or passed in the remain-
ing weeks of the session.
The 2008 farm bill expired
Sept. 30.

The bill’s only real
chance for passage is if
lawmakers decide to use
its savings as part of ne-
gotiations on the so-called
“fiscal cliff.” The Senate
bill would save $23 bil-
lion over 10 years and the
House Agriculture Com-
mittee bill would save $35
billion over 10 years.

Otherwise, the bill will
be extended into next year.
Some Republicans have
suggested a yearlong ex-
tension, but farm-state
members and farm groups
have said they would pre-
fer a shorter extension to
keep the pressure on for
passage.

Though much of the
work was done on the bill

this year, it stalled this fall
because of disagreements
over food stamp spending.
House leaders refused to
bring the bill to the floor
before the election, say-
ing it didn’t have enough
votes.

Republicans have in-
ternally disagreed over
cuts to food stamps, which
make up about 80 percent
of the half-trillion dollar
bill’s cost over five years.
The Senate bill would cut
about $400 million a year
out of the program while
the House bill would cut
about $1.6 billion from
food stamps annually. Con-
servatives have said nei-
ther version makes deep
enough cuts.

Plans
Continued from 1a

Congress
Continued from 1a


