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The Future of Transportation in Lafayette


How our city can defy the odds 

by designing streets for more than just cars







Return on Infrastructure Investment Tool

Courtesy Joe Minicozzi (Urban3) and Chuck Marohn (Strong Towns)



Ben Hamilton Baille



Dan Burden Walkability Workshop



Dan Burden:  The Purpose of Streets

Courtesy Dan Burden & Walkable and Livable Communities Institute 



Chamber:  Revitalize the Region’s Core



Question #1  


Plan Lafayette:  Capacity & Character




Comprehensive Plan Feedback

Why?



Design Manual History



Design Manual:  The Cover Changed, But Not the Focus



Design Manual

is not etched in stone.

Courtesy Joe Minicozzi/Urban3



The Landscape is changing

“We’ve been planning like it’s 1975.  In a real sense,  
our transportation system hasn’t caught up with the 

21st century.” 

Department of Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx 



Functional Classification:  Ignores Context & Character



Level of Service:  Ignores Context & Character

Arbitrary Distinctions



Level of Service?      C to F

Magazine Street, 
New Orleans



Emergency Access

North Robertson Street, New Orleans



Walk-able, Bike-able, Transit-able, 
Drive-able Neighborhood

HARD

Drive-Only 
Conventional Suburban Development

EASY

What is the Result of 

Functional Classification & Level of Service 


Ignoring Context & Character?
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Impact Speed vs. Pedestrian Injury 
(impact only) 

The Safety & Noise Consequences:  Suburban v. Urban

Bottom Line:  Speed Not Only Kills, It Maims & Costs a Lot

Courtesy Peter Swift



The Landscape is changing

Goodbye Level of Service & Hello Context Sensitive Design



Context Appropriate Thoroughfare Design Manual



Question #2  


Complete Streets v. Context Sensitive Streets




Complete Street?

Courtesy John Massengale



Complete with Character

Esplanade Avenue, New Orleans
Courtesy Michael Mehaffy



Courtesy Urban Advantage/Steve Price

How to Transform with Character



Courtesy Urban Advantage/Steve Price

How to Transform with Character



Courtesy Urban Advantage/Steve Price

How to Transform with Character



Question #3  


Why haven’t more cities changed?




Follow the Money

Money comes with 
strings/standards 

attached.



Some think that the 
standards are etched 

in stone.

Courtesy Joe Minicozzi/Urban3



Feeling legal today punk… well do you?



Citizens and politicians simply do not know.



Question #4


So what should we do different?




Have a Vision



Bring these issues to leaders who can correct the problems.



Protect staff and politicians with 

new standards adopted by ordinance.



Context Appropriate Public Works Manual

Lighting, trees, rainwater management, utilities, etc.



Pilot Projects



Improve Transit





Congestion Relief = Taking Cars Off the Street



Congestion Relief = Taking Cars Off the Street



Congestion Relief = Taking Cars Off the Street



Take cars off the street by providing other options.



Taking cars off the road works.

Courtesy John Massengale



We can have it all.

Courtesy John Massengale






