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LAFAYETTE — City-parish government will reach out to community members next

month for a four-day series of forums to help craft a comprehensive plan for Lafayette’s

growth in the coming decades.

A separate meeting focused specifically on a growth plan for the downtown area is

scheduled for Tuesday at the Acadiana Center for the Arts.

The forums are part of an ongoing effort to develop a plan that could play a key role in

shaping what Lafayette looks like in 20 years.

The first series of community forums on the comprehensive plan were held in April,

attracting more than 600 residents who came together to talk about what they like and

don’t like about Lafayette.

At next month’s forums, planning consultants working with the city are expected to

discuss their own assessment of Lafayette’s future.

“They’ve been delving into all the data we have sent them about Lafayette,” said Carlee

Alm-LaBar, who works in City-Parish President Joey Durel’s office.

The consultants are expected to lay out a scenario for what Lafayette might look like in

20 or so years if nothing changes — that is, without any major planning efforts to

address growth issues.

Most residents, for example, know that dealing with the increased traffic that comes with

growth has been and will be a challenge without a good plan, “but it’s good to have a

third party come in and remind us of that,” said Kevin Blanchard, chairman of the

citizens committee guiding the development of the plan.

Blanchard said the consultants also will draw from their experience to point out other

long-term challenges that might not be so obvious.

The goal in the coming months is to have residents “imagine the alternative futures” that

might be achieved with better planning, Blanchard said.

No specifics of the comprehensive plan have been proposed, but similar plans in other

metropolitan areas have addressed issues ranging from how best to manage residential

and commercial growth to how to preserve the distinctive character of a region while also

encouraging economic development and expansion.
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After the November forums, two other community forums will be held next year to

hammer out the specifics of the comprehensive plan, Alm-LaBar said.

City-parish government awarded a $1.2 million contract to the planning firm of Wallace,

Roberts & Todd to oversee the creation of the plan.

The Tuesday meeting focusing on the downtown area is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. at the

Acadiana Center for the Arts.

The forums on Lafayette’s overall comprehensive plan are scheduled for Nov. 14-17.

The locations have yet to be confirmed. For information, visit

www.lafayettela.gov/comprehensiveplan.
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