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This adorable little Labrador-mix presented to Louisiana Veterinary Specialists and was placed under the care of Dr.
Jude T. Bordelon, a Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Surgery. She unfortunately had sustained a
pelvic fracture involving the right hip joint. Upon evaluation it was most likely that her fracture occurred due to a
blunt force trauma. Often this is a result of being hit by a car. Thankfully, the fracture was the entirety of her injury
and her overall health and other body systems were all normal. Sadly, due to the amount of time that had elapsed the
fracture had already begun the healing process, but it was occurring in a manner which was not allowing her to have
a normal joint function resulting in chronic pain and discomfort. This was due to the fact that the fracture was
healing in a manner which is termed a nonunion. A nonunion is when the fracture fragments are not well aligned and
anatomy is then abnormal. With abnormal anatomy a severe compromise of the normal movements of a joint such as
the hip joint will occur. This circumstance then leads to inflammation and subsequently the development and
progression of arthritis along with compromised use of the limb.
The end result can become a crippling, debilitating, and unfortunately a life limiting situation for many animals.
Fortunately, with appropriate surgical intervention this consequence can be avoided and many animals can return to
a normal pain free state. One such procedure is a femoral head and neck excision arthroplasty, or FHO, this
procedure allows the development of a “false joint” whereby the joint capsule and muscles of the rear limb allow for
normal limb function. Occasionally, the gait or manner in which a dog moves the limb while walking may be
altered, but despite this minor alteration in movement they are pain-free and can experience normal and complete
lives following such a procedure. Additionally, this does not pose a limitation on activities or exercise. In fact, as
part of the recovery exercise and activity are encouraged to develop and maintain the muscle of the rear limb. In
fact, a tailor-made rehabilitation protocol has already been created for her and she is already progressing well. This
procedure was performed on this wonderful little dog. She did amazingly well and was using the limb the night
following surgery. Overall, the expectation is that she will have an excellent prognosis moving forward! Dr.
Bordelon and the team at Louisiana Veterinary Specialists are excited about her future!
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