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May 24, 2019

Mayor-President Joel Robideaux
705 W University Ave
Lafayette, LA 70506

Dear Mayor-President Robideaux,

Congratulations! Your application for the University Gateway Cultural District was conditionally
approved by the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism. Between May 24 and June
22, you should take steps to initiate actions that demonstrate your ability to implement the
Cultural District program in your community. In order to achieve final certification you must:

=  Complete a List of Businesses within the district, identifying which are potential art
sellers.

= Confirm that Kate Durio is the designated liaison, to act on behalf of the local
government to communicate with the state and coordinate organization of the district.

= Begin organization of a Cultural District Team or Advisory Group.

= Begin implementation of a Communication Plan to let citizens, businesses and
organizations know about the benefits associated with the pending certification.

We commend you for being part of this progressive program. Upon final certification effective on
July 1, 2019, your Cultural District will have the ability to apply for state historic tax credits for
revitalization projects and to conduct sales of original art exempt from all local tax. By
incentivizing cultural activity in these ways, Cultural Districts throughout the state are benefitting
from increased commerce, improved occupancy, a greater sense of community identity, and
more artistic and cultural production.

Our staff will work with you in the coming weeks to establish the University Gateway Cultural
District and assist as you implement procedures to capitalize on the new incentives. Please
contact Kelsea McCrary, Director of Civic Design & Cultural Districts, Louisiana Division of the
Arts, for assistance at 225-342-8161, kmccrary@crt.la.gov.

You have my enthusiastic support and encouragement as you use the Cultural District program
to advance the cultural economy.

Sin Iy,
Rlchard H Hartley
Deputy Secretary

cc: Kate Durio
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