
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received either electronically at https://smartsourceprod.lafayettela.gov/sourcing/SourcingSupplier/lm?service=go&stack=1&context.dataarea=sourcing&context.session.key.SupplierGroup=100 or in the office of the Purchasing Division at the Lafayette Consolidated Government Building, located at 705 West University Avenue, Lafayette, Louisiana, until 2:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on the 7th day of February, 2012 for the following:


ST. ESPRIT ROAD BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
and will, shortly thereafter, be opened and read aloud in the Council Briefing Room located at 705 West University Avenue, Lafayette, LA.  Bids received after the above specified time for opening shall not be considered and shall be returned unopened to the sender.  Sealed bids may be hand carried or mailed to the address listed above.
Scope of Services:  The work shall consist of, but is not limited to, asphalt pavement widening, relocation/replacement of drainage structures, fences and mailboxes, driveway improvements, relocation of a 8” water line, placement of traffic signs (bridge closed, detour, etc) and replacement of a single span timber bridge over Beau Bassin Coulee Lateral 2 with a pre-cast arch bridge system.  The length of roadway and drainage improvements portion of the project is approximately 350’ along St. Esprit Road beginning approximately 180’ south of Beau Bassin Coulee Lateral 2.  The new bridge will consist of a pre-cast arch bridge system with wingwalls and articulated concrete revetment on both sides of the bridge.  The Contractor’s work shall be completed, accepted and ready for use within ninety (90) working days from the effective date of the “Notice to Proceed”.
In accordance with Louisiana RS 38:2212., vendors may submit their bid electronically at https://smartsourceprod.lafayettela.gov/sourcing/SourcingSupplier/lm?service=go&stack=1&context.dataarea=sourcing&context.session.key.SupplierGroup=100. Plans and specifications are available by electronic means. Prior to submitting an electronic bid with the Lafayette Consolidated Government, the vendor must  register online with Lafayette Consolidated Government, through https://smartsourceprod.lafayettela.gov/sourcing/SourcingSupplier/lm?service=go&stack=1&context.dataarea=sourcing&context.session.key.SupplierGroup=100 in order to establish an account.  Note that the website indicated above is available 24 hours a day seven days a week.

Vendors submitting bids electronically are required to provide the same documents as vendors submitting through the mail or by hand delivery. These items include, but are not limited to the Bid form and Bid Security. Regardless of the bid results, the vendor will have 48 hours from opening of the bids to provide the Lafayette Consolidated Government the original documents. If a certified check or cashier’s check is submitted as the bid security, electronic copies of both the front and back of the check shall be included with the electronic bid. If a vendor fails to provide the original hard copies of these documents within 48 hours of the bid opening, their bid shall be considered non responsive.

Copies of specifications are available at the office of Purchasing & Property Management located at 705 West University Avenue, P. O. Box 4017-C, Lafayette, Louisiana 70502, telephone number (337) 291-8071 (Attn: Tara), upon payment of One Hundred Sixty Dollars ($160.00) per set, non-refundable, payable to the Lafayette Consolidated Government.   NOTE: NO CASH WILL BE ACCEPTED - ONLY CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO LAFAYETTE CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT.   Plans and specifications shall be available until twenty-four hours before the bid opening date. Questions relative to the bidding documents shall be addressed to Jeff Loup (225)295-1880.
Contractors are requested to attend a pre-bid meeting which will be held on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at ten o’clock am (10:00 am) in the large conference room, Lafayette Consolidated Government, Public Works Administration Building located at 1515 East University Avenue, Lafayette, LA.  
Each bid shall be accompanied by a certified check, cashier’s check, or bid bond payable to the Lafayette Consolidated Government, the amount of which shall be five percent (5%) of the base bid plus additive alternates.  If a bid bond is used, it shall be written by a surety or insurance company currently on the U.S. Department of the Treasury Financial Management Service list of approved bonding companies which is published annually in the Federal Register, or by a Louisiana domiciled insurance company with at least an A-Rating in the latest printing of the A.M. Best’s Key Rating Guide to write individual bonds up to ten percent (10%) of policyholders’ surplus as shown in the A.M. Best’s Key Rating Guide, or by an insurance company in good standing licensed to write bid bonds which is either domiciled in Louisiana or owned by Louisiana residents.  The bid bond shall be issued by a company licensed to do business in Louisiana.  The certified check, cashier’s check, or bid bond shall be given as a guarantee that the bidder shall execute the contract, should it be awarded to him, in conformity with the contract documents within ten (10) days.

No bidder may withdraw his bid for at least forty-five (45) days after the time scheduled for the opening of bids.  Each bid shall be submitted only on the bid form provided with the specifications.  The successful contractor will be required to execute performance and labor and material payment bonds in the full amount of the contract as more fully defined in the bid documents.

Bids will be evaluated by the Purchaser based on the lowest responsible bid submitted which is also in compliance with the specifications.  The Lafayette Consolidated Government reserves the right to reject any and all bids or any portions thereof, to waive informalities and to select the material that best suits its needs.

Contractors or contracting firms submitting bids in the amount of $50,000.00 or more shall certify that they are licensed contractors under Chapter 24 of Title 37 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 and show their license number on the front of the sealed envelope in which their bid is enclosed.  Contractors shall be licensed for the classification of “HIGHWAY STREET AND BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION.”  Bids in the amounts specified above which have not bid in accordance with the requirements, shall be rejected and shall not be read.  Additional information relative to licensing may be obtained from the Louisiana State Licensing Board for Contractors, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

If the project is asbestos or hazardous waste, contractors submitting bids in the amount of $1.00 or more shall be properly licensed in accordance with Chapter 24 of Title 37 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.
The Lafayette Consolidated Government strongly encourages the participation of DBEs (Disadvantaged Business Enterprises) in all contracts or procurements let by the Lafayette Consolidated Government for goods and services and labor and material.  To that end, all contractors and suppliers are encouraged to utilize DBEs business enterprises in the purchase or sub-contracting of materials, supplies, services and labor and material in which disadvantaged businesses are available.  Assistance in identifying said businesses may be obtained by calling 291-8410.
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